& By the King, 


His later age and times ofthe world wherein we are fallen, 


| E is ſo much giuen to verball pꝛofeſlion, aſwell of Religion, as ot all commen- 
8 dable Moꝛall vertues, but wanting the actions and deedes agreeable to ſo 
DE. ſpecious a p2ofeſſion, as it hath bzed ſuch an vnſatiable curioſity in many 
mens ſpirits, and ſuch an itching in the tongues and pennes ol moſt men, as 
| nothing is left vnſearched to the bottome, both in talking and wꝛiting. Foꝛ 
from the very higheſt myſteries in the Godhead, and the moſt inſcrutable 
Councels in the Trinitie, to the very loweſt pit of Hell, and the confuſed 
actions of the divels there, there is nothing now vnſearched into by the 
curiolitie of mens bꝛaines; Men not being contented with the knowledge of ſo much of the will of God. as 
it hath pleaſed him to reueale; but they will needs fit with him in his moſt pꝛiuie Cloſct, and become pꝛiuie 
of his molt inſcrutable Councels: And therefoze it is no wonder, that men in theſe our dapes doe not ſpare 
to wade in all the deepeſt myſteries that belong to the perſons oꝛ State of Kings oz Pꝛinces, that are gods 
vpon Earth: ſince we ſee, (as we haue already ſaid) that they ſpare not God Himſelfe. And this licence that 
euery talker oz wziternow aſſumeth to himſelfe, is come to this abuſe , that many Phormio's will giue coun- 
cell to Hanibal, and many men that neuer went out of the compaſſe of Cloiſters oꝛ Colledges, will freely 
wade by their wzitings in the deepeſt myſteries of Monarchie and politique gouernment : ndhere- 
upon it cannot otherwiſe fall out, but that when men goe out of their element, and meddle with things 
aboue their capacitie; themſelues ſhall not onely goe aſtray , and ſtumble in darkneſſe, but well miſlead 
alſo diuers others with themſelues into many miſtakings and crrours 3 The pꝛooke whereck wee 
haue lately had by a Booke wzitten by Doctour Cowell, called Tus INT EN rer: For hee 
being onely a Ciuilian by pzofeſſion, and vpon that large ground of a kinde of Dictionary (as it were) 
folowing the Alphabet, hauing all ind of purpoſes belonging to Gouernment and Monarchie in his way, 
by medling in matters aboue his reach, he hath fallen in many things to miſtake and deceiue himſelfe : Jn 
ſome things diſputing ſo nicely vpon the Myſteries ofthis our Monarchie, that it may receive doubtfull in» 
terpzetations: yea in ſome poynts very derogatozy to the ſupꝛeme power of this Crowne: Jn other caſes 
miſtaking the true ſkate of the Parliament of this Kingdome, and the fundamentall Conſtitutions and pꝛi⸗ 
uiledges thereof: And in ſome other points ſpeaking vnreuerently of the Common Law of England, and 
ofthe wozks of ſome of the molt famous and ancient Judges therein: it being athing vtterly vnlawtull to 
any Subiect, toſpealie 02 wꝛite againſt that lawe vnder which heliueth, and which we areſwozne and are 
reſolued to maintaine. Wherefoze, vpon iuſt conſiderations mouing vs hereunto, koꝛ pzeuenting ofthe 
ard erroꝛs and inconueniences in all times to come, me doe hereby not onely pꝛohibite the buying. vttering 
oꝛ reading of the ſayd Books, but doe alſo will and ſtraitly commaund all and ſingular perſons whatſoeuer, 
who haue oꝛ ſhall haue any of them in their hands oꝛ cuſtody, That vpon paine of our high diſpleaſure, and 
the conſequence thercof, they doe deliucr the ſame pzeſently vpon this publication, tothe Lozd Maioꝛ of 
London, if theyo2 any of them be dwelling in oꝛ neere the ſayd Citie, 02 otherwiſe to the Sheriffe ofthe 
County where they oꝛ anyof them ſhall rcſide, and in the two Uniuerſities to the Chancelloz oz Uicechan ; 
celloz there, tothe intent that further oꝛder may be giuen ſoꝛ the vtter ſuppꝛeſling thereof, And becauſe 
there ſhall be better ouerſight of Books of all ſc2tsbefoze they come to the Pzelle, we haue reſolued to make 
choice of Commiſſioners that ſhall looke moze narrowly into the nature of all thoſe things that ſhall be put 
to the Pꝛeſſe, either concerning our Authozitie Roxall, oz concerning our government oz theLawesof our 


Kingdome,from whom a moze ſtrict aceount ſualbe yeelded vnto vs, then hath bene vſed heretofoze, 


Giuen at our Palace of weſtminſtcr, the 25, day of March, in the eight yeere of our Keigne ol 
Great Bꝛitaine, France and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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